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Labor Day Celebrations Across  

Southeastern Wisconsin: Milwaukee 

Labor Day 2019 saw Lodge 66 celebrating in multiple communities across south 
eastern Wisconsin, not only in Milwaukee but also in Janesville and Kenosha which 
you will also read about in this edition of The Badger Lodge News. The weather 
was absolutely perfect this year and those that participated in the celebrations had a 
great time in solidarity with our fellow brothers and sisters in our communities.  

The Lodge 66 Executive Board and Organizing committee did a terrific job organiz-
ing the pre parade festivities in Milwaukee. Getting set up at 8 am and having 
prepped brats and hot dogs the night before, the Lodge 66 parade staging area was 
ready to go as our members began to arrive at the parade staging area. Along with 
the brats and hot dogs, we also had chips, juice and water ready to hand out to any 
and all of our union brothers and sisters that stopped by.  

Before the parade began we were visited by Wisconsin AFL-CIO President Stepha-
nie Bloomingdale, offering us the warmest of greetings as well as wishing us a hap-
py Labor Day. Rebecca Kiefer also stopped by to visit with us. She is running to 
unseat Scott Walker appointee Dan Gabler for a seat on the Milwaukee Circuit 
Court. 

Once the parade got rolling we made our way through downtown Milwaukee begin-
ning at Zeidler Square and ending at the Henry W. Maier Festival Grounds. It was a 
breath of fresh air seeing and hearing so many that welcomed us and chanted with 
us about the labor movement. Conductor/Sentinel and Educator Pepe Oulahan led 
us in chants again this year. Shouts of “What do we want? Union!!! When do we 
want it? Now!” and “Union! Power! Power Union” were chanted by those attending 
the parade along with the Lodge 66 members marching. 

The parade destination was Laborfest at The Henry W. Maier Festival grounds. 
Once we arrived the sense of solidarity and union with all of the great unions from 
the Milwaukee area was overwhelming. Warm greetings, hugs of brotherhood and 
sisterhood were visible throughout the grounds. The entertainment, food and drink 
was plentiful at the festival grounds along with informational tables set up for a 
multitude of labor activities in the Milwaukee County area.  

Laborfest in Milwaukee was a huge success and couldn’t have happened without the 

Lodge Executive Board and members of the Lodge Organizing Committee. It takes 

a lot of work planning, prepping and execution to put our Labor Day festivities to-

gether and without the dedication and hard work of our volunteers we wouldn’t 

have enjoyed a great day celebrating labor. We hope everyone in attendance had a 

great time and that those who didn’t make it this year consider spending Labor Day 

with us next year.  
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Labor Day Celebrations Across  

Southeastern Wisconsin: Janesville 

By Ivan Collins 

 There was a 2 day Labor Day Celebration in Janesville 

WI this year. There is no charge to go to the Labor Fest Activi-

ties. It Began Sunday at a new location on Festival Street in Ja-

nesville at the Janesville Town Square. The square has plenty of 

room to hold the festival as it was developed to hold events 

such as Labor Fest and other activities. The Festival was started 

in 1991 with support from Organized Labor and the Business 

Community along with many Volunteers.  There are many 

things built into the Town Square to make it appealing to have 

events, there is a splash pad for family enjoyment and a pavil-

ion for bands to play from. The city allows for the Festival 

Street to be closed down to vehicle traffic to hold the events, 

between 2 main streets that people enter the downtown area.  

 

 Sunday started with bands, kids games, a magician and 

face painting available for the children to enjoy. There were 

food vendors that made food available to attendees. The Labor 

Fest Committee along with many volunteers and supporters 

manned and sold beverages for young and old. The cost of ac-

tivities at the event are kept as inexpensive as possible to make 

it affordable for all workers and families to enjoy Labor Fest.   

 
 Monday Labor Day starts off with assembling the Labor 

Day Parade. People bring their chairs and blankets to mark their 

favorite spots to watch the parade along the parade route early 

in the morning. The units start assembling at 10:00 A.M. There 

is a car display setup near the start of the parade route for peo-

ple to observe several very nice cars and vehicles. About 20 

minutes before the parade starts there is a clown unit that goes 

down the parade route to get the crowd warmed up for the pa-

rade. At about five minutes to 1:00 P.M. Shawn Sharp sings the 

National Anthem at the Start of the parade route. The route is about a mile long. The Janesville Police and Fire 

Department start the parade off followed by Rock County Sheriff’s Department. The color guards are next. 

Then all the other participants come including the Janesville City Council. There are floats, marchers, both of 

Janesville’s High School Bands, specialty units, and stilt walkers.   

 After the parade there was a band that played at the Town Square for everyone to enjoy. Now that we 
have finished the event for this year plans are already underway for next year. I hope anyone that can help with 
Labor Day Activities in their community will get involved to make this a true celebration for working Ameri-
ca. 

Attendees of this years Janesville Labor Fest enjoyed 

a unique addition. This mobile tiki bar gave patrons 

all over the grounds a unique way to enjoy an adult 

beverage as they took in all the activities at Ja-

nesville Town Square. 

The Top Flight Band performs in the Pavilion at Ja-

nesville Town Square on labor Day.  
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Labor Day Celebrations Across  

Southeastern Wisconsin: Kenosha 

By Donald Aiello 

Last year I drove up to Milwaukee to join our Local in the Labor 

Day festivities. Afterwards I thought to myself, “I wonder if we still have 

a Laborfest in Kenosha?” As a kid, I remember going to huge Labor Day 

celebrations; but back then we had quite a few more factories, including 

an AMC / Chrysler plant and several thousand more union workers. It 

turns out Kenosha still has one – just not as big - and our local lodge do-

nates money to help support it. So I decided if our local is donating mon-

ey to it then we should have a presence at it, plus many of our members 

live in the Kenosha area; so I coordinated with the Kenosha AFL-CIO 

council, who sponsors the event, to set up a table there.   

 My wife helped me load and unload my truck at the St. Therese 

Festival Grounds Labor Day morning and our union brothers Pat Bufton 

and Dan Kosterman spent the afternoon helping me hand out some IAM 

swag (pens, pencils, buttons, etc.) along with Ocean Spray Juice and 

Craisins. A last minute cancellation by the original band, led to Betsy 

Ade, from the Voice and her band, The Well-Know strangers filling in.  

That, along with the nice weather, brought in a record crowd. 

  The Kenosha AFL-CIO set up two free bounce houses for the 

kids, manned the beer truck, collected donations for the Shalom Center 

and raffled off prizes. The Carpenters Union had little projects for the 

kids to build and take home - in between songs you could hear them 

hammering away. The Kenosha teachers union also had various kids’ 

activities going on. The Firefighters union had their annual chili cook off 

and for the first time in at least 13 years, they ran out of chili. The Police 

union handed out ice cream till they ran out. The VFW and the Demo-

cratic Party were grilling up brats, hotdogs and hamburgers till the end, 

when they ran out. And Our IAM table handed out most of our union 

swag and all 240 bottles of 10oz juice and 128 bags of Craisins. 

  There was no shortage of politicians attending including local 

area State Representatives, many of the city and county elected officials 

and U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin attended, spoke for a few minutes, 

congratulated our Labor Persons’ of the Year winners and eventually 

made their way to our table for some free juice and IAM buttons. They 

were all glad to see the IAM represented at Kenosha Laborfest this year.  

  The Kenosha AFL-CIO ended up presenting the Shalom Center 

with 617 pounds of food and $528 dollars they had collected. Good mu-

sic, great food and nice weather made for a perfect day, as I saw several 

union brothers and sisters enjoying the event with their families. I plan 

on participating again next year and I hope to see you there or at one of 

the Labor Day events in your area. 

Kenosha Laborfest at St. Therese Festival 

grounds. Photo courtesy of the Kenosha 

AFL-CIO 

Kenosha Laborfest attendees enjoy a 

great afternoon. Photo courtesy of the 

Kenosha AFL-CIO 

Lodge 66 members (from L to R) Dan 

Kosterman, Pat Bufton and Donald Aiello 

man the IAM table at Kensoha Laborfest. 

Photo courtesy of Donald Aiello 
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IAM Free College Experience: Mike Oettel 

Last month we rolled out a new series highlighting our members 

that are enrolled in the IAM Free College program. As we continue 

this series we sat down with Mike Oettel, Recording Secretary here 

at Lodge 66 to ask him how his experience with the IAM Free Col-

lege program has been so far. Mike also works at Ocean Spray 

Cranberries as a machine operator, has served as Chief Steward 

and currently serves on the Negotiating Committee. He has com-

pleted 4 semesters of the IAM Free College program so far and has 

earned 13 credits.  When asked why he enrolled in the IAM Free 

College program he responded “Because it was free. You can’t go 

wrong with continuing education at the low, low cost of free. I also 

wanted to show my daughter how easy it was to fill out the FAFSA 

paperwork as well as enrolling in classes.” 

Mike’s major is Business management with a focus on Labor rela-

tions. When asked if it has helped him in his current roles within 

the union he said “It has helped me, it has taught me about the 

struggles of other unions/companies and the struggles unions have 

had organizing. I’ve learned about the lengths the companies will 

go to stop an organizing drive.” He went on to talk about his favorite 

course he has taken so far “It’s been intro to labor Studies. I learned the 

most pertinent information regarding labor struggles and the laws that 

have been passed regarding labor.” 

We asked him how long it had been since his last educational experience, 

he replied “It’s been 20 years. The transition isn’t that bad and hasn’t 

been as hard as I thought it would be. Online learning is much different 

than in person as it’s self-directed, you’re not attending class per se but 

scheduling when you can complete your assignments.” He went on to 

add that “It takes a little bit of time but it’s not a stressful time commit-

ment. It’s usually a couple hours per week per class.”  

At his current pace Mike said he will graduate in the fall of 2022 and he 

has saved about $8,000 so far by taking advantage of the IAM Free Col-

lege program. The credits he earns are the same accreditation as the UW 

system. When asked if he would recommend the IAM Free College pro-

gram to other members he said “Yes I would! I believe everyone should 

enroll. If you are a dues paying member it is well worth the cost of free 

to enroll.”  

Continue keeping an eye out for more IAM Free College stories as we sit 

down with more members here at Local Lodge 66 that are taking ad-

vantage of the IAM Free College program and bring them to you  here in 

the badge Lodge News.  

Mike Oettel, Lodge 66 Recording Secretary and 

IAM Free College participant 

Interested in attending courses at 

the William W. Winpisinger  

Center? 

 Go to: 

winpisinger.iamaw.org 

Or contact Lodge 66  

Educator Pepe Oulahan and get 

signed up for future classes. 

http://winpisinger.iamaw.org/
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Laborfest in Pictures: Milwaukee 

The United Lodge 66 banner is set up and ready for another 

Labor Day Parade 

Members of the Lodge 66 Executive Board and Organizing 

Committee got down to Zeidler Square early to get set up for 

the Labor Day festivities. 

Wisconsin AFL-CIO President Stephanie Bloomingdale stopped 

by to say hello and chat for a few minutes before the parade 

began. 

Milwaukee County Circuit Court Candidate Rebecca Kiefer took 

a few moments to talk with several of our members about her 

campaign to unseat Scott Walker appointee Dan Gabler 
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Clockwise from upper left: Lodge 66 members as the parade 

begins. The view looking South down Milwaukee Street   

during the parade. Lodge 66 Conductor/Sentinel/Educator 

Pepe Oulahan manned the bull horn again this year. “When 

I say Union, you say Power! Union! Power! Union! Power!” 

Lodge 66 members marching down Milwaukee Street        

towards Chicago Street. Danny Bell, LL66 Retiree and WI-

ARA Board Member brought his Corvette to brighten up the      

parade 

Laborfest in Pictures: Milwaukee (continued) 
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Save The Date! 
United Lodge 66 will have it’s annual Christmas party on  

Saturday December 7th from 6pm to 10pm. 

We will also hold our Children’s Party from 10am to 1pm.  

Your children or grandchildren  (12 years old and Under) 

Must be pre-registered and we ask that the children be  

accompanied by no more than 2 adults.  

 RSVP by November 12th at the Monthly Meeting or by calling  

414-671-3800. Please leave your name, the attending children(s) name(s), 
age(s) and the company you work for.  

Who should the IAM endorse for the U.S. president? 

Don’t miss the opportunity to register to have your 

voice heard! As you may have heard, there’s a new 

process that gives the IAM members the opportunity 

to vote online for a candidate of their choice. To do 

so, you must register to vote in our endorsement 

process at iam2020.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have questions regarding 

the IAM National Pension Fund 

Rehabilitation Plan?  

 

Please login at www.iamnpf.org 

and set up a call with the Pension 

Fund to discuss your specific  

status and situation. 

https://iam2020.org/
https://www.iamnpf.org
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Milwaukee Area Labor 
Council Delegate Meeting 

Wednesday, November 6th 

At 6:30 PM 

Milwaukee Labor Temple 

633 S. Hawley Rd. 

Milwaukee, WI 

Upcoming events and important dates   

Organizing Committee  
Meeting 

Tuesday, November 5th 

at 7 PM 

Local Lodge 66 

1650 S. 38th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 

 District 10 Business Meeting 

Monday, November 11th  

at 7 PM 

Satellite Meeting @ Lodge 66 

1650 S. 38th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 

Lodge 66 Business Meeting 

Tuesday, November 12th  

at 7 PM 

Local Lodge 66 

1650 S. 38th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 

Seniors Corner:  

Wisconsin Alliance for  

Retired Americans  

2019 Power Lunch 
WIARA's annual POWER Lunch is just around the 
corner! Buy your ticket or table today at   

wisconsin.retiredamericans.org and join your fellow 
laborers in fighting for the rights of retirees. 

Featuring Keynote Speaker: Ben Wikler  
(Newly elected President of the Wisconsin Democrat-
ic Party) 
WINNING WISCONSIN IN 2020 

Activist Heroes Awards • Raffles  
Vendors • Tours of the Temple 

Located at: 
the Historic Tripoli Shriners Taj Mahal Temple 
3000 W. Wisconsin Avenue 
Secured parking lot - Handicap accessible 

For more information contact Karen at 
kroysterice@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Contact Your Congressman/

Congresswoman on H.R. 3, 

Lower Drug Costs Now Act of 

2019 

On September 9, 2019 Rep. Frank Pallone Jr. (D-NJ) 

introduced H.R. 3 also named Lower Drug Costs Now 

Act of 2019. This legislation comes before a report 

from the Committee on Ways and Means report head-

lining the fact that Americans pay four times more for 

prescription drugs than eleven similar countries that 

the U.S. was compared to. Ways and Means Commit-

tee Chairman Richard E. Neal (D-MA) said the fol-

lowing regarding the report’s findings: “We’ve long 

known that families across the country, including 

those in my home state, Massachusetts, pay far too 

much for their medicines. This report reveals just how 

unfairly high prescription drug prices are in the United 

States compared to prices in other, similar nations. 

Our findings underscore the need for Congress to pass 

H.R. 3, the Lower Drug Costs Now Act, newly-

introduced legislation that would allow the U.S. gov-

ernment to negotiate lower drug prices for American 

consumers based on international pricing. Americans 

shouldn’t be paying substantially more than patients in 

other countries for the medicines they need to sur-

vive.” Please consider visiting https://

actionnetwork.org/letters/tell-your-member-take-

action-to-lower-drug-prices today to send a note to 

your representative and ask them to support H.R. 3 

and vote yes to lower the prescription drug prices for 

all. 

https://wisconsin.retiredamericans.org/?fbclid=IwAR1ojCIaITnLw-zSEih9M02l2JqOLu04-2jzbFc77GKuE0cLd8iFE-4c6pI
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/tell-your-member-take-action-to-lower-drug-prices?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/tell-your-member-take-action-to-lower-drug-prices?source=direct_link&
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/tell-your-member-take-action-to-lower-drug-prices?source=direct_link&
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Do you  have any concerns, complaints or congratulations you would like to 

bring up to those representing you in Government? Give them a call or send 

them a note and let your voice be heard 

District 10 Office Directory: 

107 Warren St. Suite 2 Beaver Dam, 

WI 53916 

Call 920-219-4919 followed by the ex-

tension for you Business Rep 

Alex Hoekstra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1   

Scott Parr  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Di Ann Fechter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Jeremy Terlisner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Todd Humleker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 

Joe Terlisner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Greg Pursell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Brandon Mortenson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9  

Officers of Local Lodge 66 

Machinists Union 

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tim Schwartz 

Vice President . . . . . . . . .  Hunter Scott 

Recording Secretary . . . Michael Oettel 

Secretary/Treasurer . . . . .  Ivan Collins 

Conductor/Sentinel . . . .  Pepe Oulahan 

Trustees: Joe Dosemagen, James Cobb 

and Doug Staniszewski 

Communicator . . . . . . . Jon Zancanaro 

Educator . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pepe Oulahan 

Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jon Zancanaro 

The views and opinions expressed 
by the various writers in this publi-
cation are their own and not neces-
sarily those of the editor, Lodge 66 
Executive Board or the Member-
ship of Lodge 66. The Editor re-

serves the right to publish, edit or 
exclude publication of any article 
submitted to the Badger Lodge 

News. Any member may contribute 
articles for publication by sending 
them to United Lodge 66, 1650 S. 
38th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53215 

or via e-mail to 
lodge66@gmail.com. 

Visit us on the web:        

www.unitedlodge66.org 

www.YouTube.com/badgerlodge 

 

 

President Donald Trump (R) 

1600Pennsylvania Ave 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5323 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

Senator Ron Johnson (R) 

328 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5323 

https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm/email-the-senator 

State Rep. Bryan Steil (R) 

1st District of Wisconsin  

1408 Longworth HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-3031 

https://steil.house.gov/contact 

State Rep. Gwen Moore (D) 

Wisconsin State District 4 

2252 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-4572 

https://gwenmoore.house.gov/
contact/ 

State Rep. Glen Grothman (R) 

Wisconsin State District 6 

1427 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-2476 

https://grothman.house.gov/contact/ 

 

 

Governor Tony Evers (D) 

115 East Capitol 

Madison, WI 53707 

608-266-1212 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/
Governor/contact 

Senator Tammy Baldwin (D) 

709 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5653 

https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/
feedback 

State Rep. Ron Kind (D) 

Wisconsin State District 3 

1502 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-5506 

https://kind.house.gov/contact 

State Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner (R) 

Wisconsin State District 5 

2449 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-5101 

https://sensenbrenner.house.gov/
contact 

State Rep. Sean Duffy (R) 

Wisconsin State District 7 

1714 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-3365 

https://duffy.house.gov/contact 

Submit articles for the Badger Lodge News by email: lodge66@gmail.com 

Deadline to submit articles for the next Badger Lodge News is October 18th 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-the-senator
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-the-senator
https://steil.house.gov/contact
https://gwenmoore.house.gov/contact/
https://gwenmoore.house.gov/contact/
https://grothman.house.gov/contact/
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/Governor/contact
https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/Governor/contact
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/feedback
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/feedback
https://kind.house.gov/contact
https://sensenbrenner.house.gov/contact
https://sensenbrenner.house.gov/contact
https://duffy.house.gov/contact

