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Wisconsin State Council of Machinists 

By Jon Zancanaro 

April 7th –9th The Wisconsin State Council of Machinists was held in Madi-

son Wisconsin. The Council kicked off with a great first night of speakers 

including our new International President Brian Bryant and Midwest Territo-

ry General Vice President Sam Cicinelli. IP Bryant spoke on the current state 

of our union as well as the next steps as we prepare for the future. He cited 

the Committee on the Future and it’s many listening sessions across the coun-

try that helped collect ideas on where our union is headed. He said the future 

is bright and we will continue to fight. GVP Cicinelli had a similar message 

and highlighted that there will be a new vision on our identity as The Ma-

chinists Union. He said all things were on the table from a name change to a 

logo re brand.  

The second day featured something I never imagined I’d have the ability to 

be a part of. Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers spoke to us in the morning on 

how this is the year of the worker and it’s his determination to do all he can 

for working people across Wisconsin. He then vetoed a bill at our council 

that would have allowed 14 year olds the ability to get a work permit without 

their parents consent, remarking how the GOP has no idea on how to address 

the worker shortage other than to let children go to work instead of school. 

We also heard speeches from Hasan Solomon, our lead lobbyist at Interna-

tional. He was an exceptional speakers and spoke about our unions efforts in 

Washington to help get legislature passed that will help union members not 

only in the IAM but the country as well. Tip McGuire also spoke to us and 

always repeated that the Machinists Union and it’s members are in every 

room he enters when he is representing the people of Wisconsin. He is a true 

friend of labor and especially a friend of ours. 

The final day saw a conclusion for District 10 Business Representative Alex 

Hoekstra on the future within our district. He urged all of us to look into the 

hybrid/satellite (virtual) meeting format that could potentially allow more 

members to attend.           See ‘State Council’ on pg. 5 
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May Day or International Workers’ Day has a long 

and rich history dating all the way back Roman Re-

public era (509 BC to 27 BC). May Day began as a 

festival of Spring held over multiple days and some 

held over the whole month of May to celebrate the 

change of seasons. Although May Day’s origins aren’t 

tied to organized labor it would eventually be used to 

observe a tragic but important event in the Labor 

Movement.  

In 1886 May 1st was set by the Federation of Orga-

nized Trades and Labor Unions as the day the 8 hour 

work day would be standard. As the day approached 

many labor unions within the United States began pre-

paring for a general strike in support of the 8 hour 

work day. An estimated 300,000 to 500,000 workers 

across the country joined in the gen-

eral strike with 30 to 40,000 workers 

participating in Chicago, Illinois.  

The general strike lasted a couple of 

days and on May 3rd at the McCor-

mick Harvesting Machine Company 

the strike would turn violent. Work-

ers at McCormick had been locked 

out of work for almost 2 months and 

were joined by half of the strike-

breakers at the facility for the general 

strike. Strikebreakers had been and 

continued to be under the protection 

of some 400 Police Officers and Pinkerton Guards. 

There was a rally held outside of the McCormick plant 

on May 3rd and when the end of workday bell rang 

striking workers rushed to confront the remaining 

strikebreakers. Police fired on the crowd killing 2 with 

some reports of as many as 6 fatalities.  

As a result of the police violence there was a rally 

planned for the next day at Haymarket Square. The 

rally was a calm and peaceful gathering of an estimat-

ed crowd of 600 to 3,000. However around 1030 po-

lice began marching on the rally and ordering them to 

disperse. Someone in the crowd lit a home made bomb 

and threw it into the advancing officers killing 7 offic-

ers. With the explosion demonstrators began to flee 

while the police fired on the crowd killing 4 and 

wounding some 70 more.  

Because of the violence the labor movement was sub-

ject to a barrage of anti union sentiment tipping power 

back to the employers. The push for the 8 hour work 

day was slowed and 8 suspects from the Haymarket 

Massacre were rounded up and put on trial. The trial 

was riddled with anti union coverage by the press who 

labeled the defendants as “arch counselors of riot, pil-

lage, incendiarism and murder.” In a trial that took 

place from June 21st, 1886 to August 11th 1886 the 

jury found all 8 men guilty sentencing 7 to death and 

15 years for the remaining defendant. The result of the 

trial prompted protests around the world.  

The trial and sentences followed by 

the public hanging of the defendants 

in which they all strangled to death in 

front of spectators instead of dying 

quickly re invigorated the labor 

movement. The first International 

Workers’ Day celebration was 

planned for May 1 1890 to commem-

orate the loss of life in Chicago 4 

years earlier in the general strike for 

the 8 hour work day. Headlines in 

The New York World on May 2nd 

1890 read “Parade of Jubilant Work-

ingmen in All the Trade Centers of 

the Civilized World” and “Everywhere the Workmen 

Join in Demands for a ‘Normal Day.” The first Inter-

national Workers Day was a world wide success. 

Today as we look back on the events that led to the 

creation of International Workers’ Day we must re-

member the sacrifices by those who came before us 

who fought tirelessly to ensure our right to not only an 

8 hour workday but also for all of the other safety and 

health improvements we enjoy on the job today. With-

out their relentless dedication and ultimate sacrifices 

for the labor movement we may still be fighting for 

the things that workers were fighting for in the spring 

of 1886.   

Past Sacrifices, Future Victories: May Day 
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Contributed by Brian Goode  /  Union Financial  /  1-262-835-9111  /  goode.brian@principal.com 
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‘State Council’ from pg. 1 

He also said that there may be locals merging in the near future and urged us all to work together as they hap-

pen. Lastly we went to the Capitol building to speak with our representatives. Most of them were back in their 

districts but we spoke with the teams of Greta Neubauer, Tip McGuire and had a nice 20 minute talk with Bob 

Wirch.  

Leaving Madison left me feeling excited for the future of our union and our local. It was great to catch up with 

other members across the state and make new connections.  

International President 

Brian Bryant 

General Vice President 

Sam Cicinelli 

Wisconsin Governor 

Tony Evers 

Directing Business Rep 

Alex Hoekstra with Gov-

ernor Tony Evers and 

Wisconsin State AFL-CIO 

president Stephanie 

Bloomingdale 
Political and Legislative 

Director Hasan Solomon 

State Representative Tip 

McGuire 

A historic moment! Governor Evers vetoes a bill at the 2024 Wisconsin State Council of Machinists 
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 District 10 Business Meeting 

Monday, May 13th 

At 7 PM 

Satellite Meeting @ Lodge 66 

1650 S. 38th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 

Lodge 66 Business Meeting 

Tuesday, May 14th 

at 7 PM 

Local Lodge 66 

1650 S. 38th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 

Deadline to submit articles for 

the next  

Badger Lodge News is 

May 24th 

Submit articles by email: 

 lodge66@gmail.com 

 

Upcoming Events and Important Dates: 

Milwaukee Area Labor 

Council Delegate Meeting 

Wednesday, May 1st             

at 6:30 PM 

Milwaukee Labor Temple 

633 S. Hawley Rd. 

Milwaukee, WI 

Seniors Corner: President Biden’s Historic Progress 

Fact: Without the Inflation Reduction Act, seniors would not have insulin copays capped at $35 a month, free 

recommended vaccines, and out-of-pocket costs capped at $2,000 a month starting next year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After years of drugmakers hiking the cost of insulin, inhalers, and making lifesaving medications unaffordable 

for patients, people are finally getting some relief thanks to President Joe Biden and Democrats in Congress. 

That's progress worth celebrating.  
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Do you  have any concerns, complaints or congratulations you would like to 

bring up to those representing you in Government? Give them a call or send 

them a note and let your voice be heard 

The views and opinions expressed by 

the various writers in this publication 

are their own and not necessarily those 

of the editor, Lodge 66 Executive Board 

or the Membership of Lodge 66. The 

Editor reserves the right to publish, 

edit or exclude publication of any arti-

cle submitted to the Badger Lodge 

News. Any member may contribute 

articles for publication by sending them 

to United Lodge 66, 1650 S. 38th Street, 

Milwaukee, WI 53215 or via e-mail to 

lodge66@gmail.com. 

Visit us on the web:        

www.unitedlodge66.org 

www.YouTube.com/badgerlodge 

 

President Joe Biden (D) 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5323 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

Senator Ron Johnson (R) 

328 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5323 

https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm/email-the-senator 

State Rep. Bryan Steil (R) 

1st District of Wisconsin  

1408 Longworth HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-3031 

https://steil.house.gov/contact 

State Rep. Gwen Moore (D) 

Wisconsin State District 4 

2252 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-4572 

https://gwenmoore.house.gov/
contact/ 

State Rep. Glen Grothman (R) 

Wisconsin State District 6 

1427 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-2476 

https://grothman.house.gov/contact/ 

 

 

Officers of Local Lodge 66 

Machinists Union 

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Oettel 

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Stark 

Recording Secretary . .  Jon Zancanaro 

Secretary/Treasurer . . . Kenny Mullan 

Conductor/Sentinel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Adam Duedenhoefer 

Trustees: Don Aiello, Thomas Schaab 

and Liam Maltz 

Communicator . . . . . . . Jon Zancanaro 

Educator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mike Stark 

Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jon Zancanaro 

District 10 Office Directory: 

107 Warren St. Suite 2 Beaver Dam, 

WI 53916 

Call 920-219-4919 followed by the ex-

tension for you Business Rep 

Alex Hoekstra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1   

Nick Bednarek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Jeremy Terlisner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Todd Humleker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 

Joe Terlisner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Hunter Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Justin Bader . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9  

Anne Wiberg, Organizer: 414-305-8486 

or annewiberg@gmail.com 

 

Governor Tony Evers (D) 

115 East Capitol 

Madison, WI 53707 

608-266-1212 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/
governor/voice-an-opinion 

Senator Tammy Baldwin (D) 

141 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5653 

https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/
feedback 

State Rep. Derrick Van Orden (R) 

Wisconsin State District 3 

1513 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-5506 

https://vanorden.house.gov/ 

State Rep. Scott Fitzgerald (R) 

Wisconsin State District 5 

1507 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-5101 

https://fitzgerald.house.gov/contact 

State Rep. Tom Tiffany (R) 

Wisconsin State District 7 

451 Cannon HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515  

202-225-3365 

https://tiffany.house.gov/contact 
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