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IAM Union Statement on Former President 

Trump’s Visit to Pennsylvania Manufactur-

ing Facility 

from goiam.org 

Brian Bryant, International President of the 600,000-member International 

Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (IAM), released the fol-

lowing statement on former President Trump’s visit to an IAM Union-

represented facility, Precision Custom Components, in York, Pa.: 

“As former President Donald Trump prepares to visit Precision Custom Com-

ponents, we must remember the hard truths about his record with American 

workers. The IAM has consistently called out Trump’s failures during his 

time in office. 

“When Trump took office, we pledged to call balls and strikes with his ad-

ministration.  

“Unfortunately, he didn’t take long to strike out with the IAM. Throughout 

his presidency, Trump’s policies and inaction led to the closure of nearly 48 

IAM-represented plants, devastating countless families and communities. De-

spite our numerous requests for help to save these jobs, Trump remained si-

lent, showing where his true priorities lay. 

“From Harley-Davidson in Missouri to Schneider Electric in Indiana, 

Trump’s administration failed to act, allowing U.S. jobs to be shipped over-

seas and plants to shutter. His “Tax Cuts and Jobs Act” was a massive corpo-

rate giveaway that did nothing for American workers while benefiting CEOs 

and shareholders. The so-called tax reform only accelerated job losses eroded 

the foundation of American manufacturing and devasted the IAM Union.  

“Trump’s record is a catalog of empty promises and broken commitments. He 

assured us that ‘U.S. workers won’t lose one plant’ on his watch, but the real-

ity differed. The IAM saw jobs being outsourced and plants being closed,  

                    See ‘Trump Record’ on pg. 3 
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Past Sacrifices, Future Victories: Hamlet Chicken Processing 

Plant Fire 

On the morning of September 3rd, 1991 there was a fire in the Imperial Food Products plant located in Hamlet, 

North Carolina. 25 people lost their lives and another 54 were injured. There were a multitude of safety viola-

tions perpetrated by Imperial Foods and it’s management that led to the senseless injuries and deaths that day.  

Imperial Foods was owned by Emmet Roe and the building that housed it’s chicken processing plant had been 

vacant for many years in Hamlet, North Carolina. Once the building was acquired in 1980 there was extensive 

renovations done to the building, but Roe and his company did not apply for or granted permits for much of 

the work that was done. The town of Hamlet seemed to have turned a blind eye as their was a shortage of jobs 

in the area and Imperial Foods was set to be the largest employer. Those decisions would prove to be fatal. 

The plant didn’t have the best safety record, having logged fires in 1980, 1983 and 1987. One of these fires 

permanently disabled the fire alarm and sprinkler system and it wasn’t replaced. There was no record of man-

agement ever holding a fire drill. The plant was also full of flammable materials in chicken grease and fryer 

oil. It’s astounding to think that nothing serious had happened before the fire in 1991. 

The morning of September 3rd, 1991 saw the plant maintenance 

team working to replace a faulty hydraulic hose. The team had 

asked for the proper replacement but the plant operations manag-

er, Brad Roe, son of Imperial Foods owner Emmet Roe told the 

team to use a hose that was meant for another machine because 

the direct replacement would cost too much money. They in-

stalled the incorrect hose and it was too long for the application 

which led the team to shorten it and use an incorrect connector.  

Around 8:15 am the replacement hose was put back into service 

and it almost immediately broke, shooting hydraulic fluid all over 

the area. Nearby was a cooker and once the fluid made contact 

with the heating element the fire erupted. It spread rapidly through the facility and sent the 90 workers on site 

running. Workers that were close to the front entrance were able to escape un harmed. Workers towards the 

back of the plant were not so lucky. Plant leadership had locked 7 of 9 exterior doors from the outside to curb 

theft. One such door was marked clearly inside as a fire exit. Employees were able to successfully kick out one 

locked door to escape.                 See ‘Past Sacrifices’ on pg. 4 

An aerial view of the Imperial Food Product Plant in Hamlet, North Carolina 

The area where the hydraulic hose was replaced 
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‘Trump Record’ from pg. 1 

all while Trump focused on policies favoring the wealthy and powerful. Trump recently laughed with his bil-

lionaire buddy Elon Musk about firing striking workers. He’s not even pretending to stand with workers any 

more. 

“In stark contrast, the Biden-Harris administration has shown a genuine commitment to labor and working 

families. Through initiatives like the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, the Inflation Reduction Act, and the 

CHIPS and Science Act, they have worked tirelessly to revitalize American industry and create good-paying 

jobs. The Biden-Harris administration’s efforts to enforce Buy American provisions and invest in infrastruc-

ture have benefited IAM members.  

“In September, over 1,000 IAM delegates representing every local and district within our union will gather in 

New York City at the 41st IAM Grand Lodge Convention to decide on the IAM Union endorsement for the 

2024 presidential election.  

“We cannot afford to return to the days of Trump’s broken promises. The future of our union and our country 

depends on moving forward, not backward. The IAM Union will continue to fight for leaders who genuinely 

support labor and protect the rights and jobs of working people. 

“Donald Trump had his chance, and he failed us. Our members will choose whether to endorse a leader who 

stands with labor to build a brighter future for American workers or one who uses workers as props for his 

press conferences. 

Gather on Everett Street between 2nd and 3rd streets at 8am. Free shuttles 

begin running from the Summerfest Lots H and P (parking is free in these lots) 

and Gate 6 and Mid Gate to the parade staging area at 8am. 
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‘Past Sacrifices’ from pg. 2 

As the fire spread it burnt out the phone lines in the facility which 

lead Brad Roe to drive to the fire station to report the fire. The 

Hamlet Fire Department was not large enough to handle the fire 

and had to call in assistance from nearby municipalities. Curious-

ly, they did not reach out to a volunteer fire department located 

just 5 minutes from the plant. It is not official but many speculate 

the Hamlet Fire Chief did not call on them because they were lo-

cated in a predominantly African-American neighborhood.  

In total 25 workers lost their lives that day while another 54 were 

injured. Emmet Roe would face 25 counts of involuntary man-

slaughter and plead guilty. He was sentenced to 20 years in pris-

on but was released on parole after serving just 4 years. Brad Roe 

would not be charged with any crimes. Imperial would be fined $808,150 but would file bankruptcy and would 

never pay the fine. 

In the wake of the fire the state government in North Carolina would face scrutiny. The governor blamed the 

labor commissioner for the lack of inspections at the facility. OSHA had to step in and even the Labor Secre-

tary put in a harsh deadline for North Carolina to enact stricter inspection rules.  

Kick marks on one of the locked doors that work-

ers were ultimately able to escape from 

Memorial at the former Imperial Food Product plant site. It reads:  

“WE WILL NEVER FORGET” 

On the morning of September 3, 1991, A fire erupted in the Imperial Foods Processing Plant located on 

this site. Twenty-five Lives were lost, fifty-four people were injured and forty-nine children were left 

orphaned. 

This memorial is dedicated to honor and remember those who died, those who were injured and those 

whose lives were forever changed on that day. 

This third day of September, 2003 by the city of Hamlet and it’s citizens.  
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Contributed by Brian Goode  /  Union Financial  /  1-262-835-9111  /  goode.brian@principal.com 
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Seniors Corner: Will Trump Protect Social Security and Med-

icare? 

from urbanmilwaukee.com 

A recent flyer mailed out by the Republican Party of Wisconsin aims to reassure voters that Donald 

Trump would protect Social Security and Medicare—and that Democrat Kamala Harris would “destroy” the 

two programs. It also illustrates the difficulties that Trump and his MAGA campaign have in developing a 

consistent message. 

The flyer takes the form of a two-sided card. Each side is devoted to one of these two propositions. 

The side devoted to attacking Harris starts by describing her as “FAILED, WEAK. DANGEROUSLY LIB-

ERAL,” and accuses her of “DESTROYING SOCIAL SECURITY & MEDICARE.” (The caps are in the 

original.) As evidence, the card makes three arguments. 

The first argument is based on a headline from CNN: “US announces big hike in Medicare premiums.” The 

card does not give the date of the headline, leaving the impression that the “big hike” is scheduled for 2025. In 

reality, it was published on November 13, 2021, nearly three years ago. The article quotes government offi-

cials as attributing the hike to the pandemic which caused a decrease in economic activity resulting in lower 

tax revenue. Also blamed was uncertainty over the pricey and controversial Alzheimer’s drug Aducanumab 

(which has since been discontinued by its manufacturer). 

The second argument referred to an article in the July 4, 2024, Michigan Independent that reported that Harris 

had cast more tie-breaking votes in the Senate than any vice president in US history, blaming her for the sub-

sequent inflation. But officials also noted that for most Social Security recipients the impact would be negligi-

ble because they would be receiving a substantial cost of living increase in their payments. 

The third argument is the most interesting. It refers to a 2021 study from the anti-immigration Center for Im-

migration Studies in opposition to amnesty for undocumented immigrants. The study pointed out that “under 

current law, illegal immigrants are net contributors to Social Security and Medicare.” That is, undocumented 

immigrants pay Social Security and Medicare taxes but cannot legally receive benefits. Amnesty would trans-

form illegal immigrants from net contributors into net beneficiaries. The study concluded that granting them 

amnesty, thereby making them eligible for Social Security and Medicare, would cost the two programs rough-

ly $1.3 trillion in present value. 

The second side of the card claims that Trump is in favor of “PROTECTING SOCIAL SECURITY AND 

MEDICARE.” (Again, the caps are in the original.) It points out that protecting Social Security and Medicare 

is Policy #14 of Trump’s 20 Promises to America. 

It’s worth noting that when Trump was president, his administration’s budget proposals includ-

ed spending cuts to Social Security and Medicare, as CNN has reported. Trump has also made other seeming-

ly unrelated campaign promises this year that could impact Social Security and Medicare. 

Specifically, Trump’s Promises 1 and 2 claim he would: 

Strengthen Border Controls: Implement comprehensive measures to secure the border and manage immigra-

tion effectively. 

          See ‘Seniors Corner’ on next page  
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 District 10 Business Meeting 

Monday, September 9th 

At 7 PM 

Satellite Meeting @ Lodge 66 

1650 S. 38th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 

Lodge 66 Business Meeting 

Tuesday, September 10th 

at 7 PM 

Local Lodge 66 

1650 S. 38th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 

Deadline to submit articles for 

the next  

Badger Lodge News is 

September 20th 

Submit articles by email: 

 lodge66@gmail.com 

 

Upcoming Events and Important Dates: 

Milwaukee Area Labor 

Council Delegate Meeting 

Wednesday, September 4th           

at 6:30 PM 

Milwaukee Labor Temple 

633 S. Hawley Rd. 

Milwaukee, WI 

‘Seniors Corner’ from previous page 

Assuming he would be successful in this—a questionable conclusion—this would have the effect of eliminat-

ing the $1.3 trillion subsidy that undocumented immigrants make to Social Security and Medicare, while exac-

erbating the current labor shortage caused by the aging of the American population. Plus, it would create enor-

mous cruelty to people who are here looking for a better life. 

Among Trump’s 20 promises are a number that would either increase government costs or reduce government 

revenues. The Wisconsin Republican Party’s card adds another: “Seniors should not pay tax on Social Securi-

ty!” 

Traditionally, the reason that Republican politicians targeted Social Security and Medicare is that they cost a 

lot of money. Missing from the list of 20 promises is any mention of how these proposals would be funded. 

Lacking that, Trump’s so-called Platform must be regarded as a hodgepodge of unconnected things chosen in 

the expectation that they appeal to one or another group of voters. 
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Do you  have any concerns, complaints or congratulations you would like to 

bring up to those representing you in Government? Give them a call or send 

them a note and let your voice be heard 

The views and opinions expressed by 

the various writers in this publication 

are their own and not necessarily those 

of the editor, Lodge 66 Executive Board 

or the Membership of Lodge 66. The 

Editor reserves the right to publish, 

edit or exclude publication of any arti-

cle submitted to the Badger Lodge 

News. Any member may contribute 

articles for publication by sending them 

to United Lodge 66, 1650 S. 38th Street, 

Milwaukee, WI 53215 or via e-mail to 

lodge66@gmail.com. 

Visit us on the web:        

www.unitedlodge66.org 

www.YouTube.com/badgerlodge 

 

President Joe Biden (D) 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5323 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

Senator Ron Johnson (R) 

328 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5323 

https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/
public/index.cfm/email-the-senator 

State Rep. Bryan Steil (R) 

1st District of Wisconsin  

1408 Longworth HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-3031 

https://steil.house.gov/contact 

State Rep. Gwen Moore (D) 

Wisconsin State District 4 

2252 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-4572 

https://gwenmoore.house.gov/
contact/ 

State Rep. Glen Grothman (R) 

Wisconsin State District 6 

1427 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-2476 

https://grothman.house.gov/contact/ 

 

 

Officers of Local Lodge 66 

Machinists Union 

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Oettel 

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Stark 

Recording Secretary . .  Jon Zancanaro 

Secretary/Treasurer . . . Kenny Mullan 

Conductor/Sentinel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Adam Duedenhoefer 

Trustees: Don Aiello, Thomas Schaab 

and Liam Maltz 

Communicator . . . . . . . Jon Zancanaro 

Educator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mike Stark 

Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jon Zancanaro 

District 10 Office Directory: 

107 Warren St. Suite 2 Beaver Dam, 

WI 53916 

Call 920-219-4919 followed by the ex-

tension for you Business Rep 

Alex Hoekstra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1   

Nick Bednarek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Jeremy Terlisner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Todd Humleker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 

Joe Terlisner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Hunter Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Justin Bader . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9  

Anne Wiberg, Organizer: 414-305-8486 

or annewiberg@gmail.com 

 

Governor Tony Evers (D) 

115 East Capitol 

Madison, WI 53707 

608-266-1212 

https://appengine.egov.com/apps/wi/
governor/voice-an-opinion 

Senator Tammy Baldwin (D) 

141 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5653 

https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/
feedback 

State Rep. Derrick Van Orden (R) 

Wisconsin State District 3 

1513 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-5506 

https://vanorden.house.gov/ 

State Rep. Scott Fitzgerald (R) 

Wisconsin State District 5 

1507 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-5101 

https://fitzgerald.house.gov/contact 

State Rep. Tom Tiffany (R) 

Wisconsin State District 7 

451 Cannon HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515  

202-225-3365 

https://tiffany.house.gov/contact 
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