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United Lodge 66 

Business Meeting 

For August                               

has been cancelled due to 

membership action according 

to Article D, section 3 of the 

IAMAW Constitution 

IAM Union: GOP Sells Out Workers in Fa-

vor of Billionaires with Passage of ‘Big Ugly 

Bill’ 

from goiam.org 

Brian Bryant, International President of the 600,000-member IAM Union 

(International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers) issued a 

statement that strongly condemns the passage of the GOP’s “Big Ugly Bill,” 

calling it a blatant attack on working families and a giveaway to billionaires 

and multinational corporations:  

“We can’t remember the last time Senators and Congress held the floor for 

hours to fight for workers and their families. Instead, GOP leadership has 

once again shown who they truly represent: billionaires and U.S. multination-

als that offshore jobs and gut domestic industries. 

“This legislation that narrowly passed along party lines, fails to offer any 

meaningful investment in domestic manufacturing, infrastructure, or human 

capital. Instead, it slashes taxes for corporations and the wealthy while gutting 

programs critical to working-class communities. 

“Any real tax reform should strengthen American jobs, not encourage compa-

nies to move production overseas. This bill does the opposite, and working 

families will foot the bill. 

“The bill also excludes railroaders, aviation professionals, truckers, and other 

transportation workers from the overtime tax deduction that President Trump 

promised them. We strongly urged Congress to ensure these workers were 

covered, but the GOP ignored our request—another broken promise. 

“IAM members nationwide are sounding the alarm over deep cuts to Medi-

caid and public health funding. When local hospitals and clinics shut their 

doors or slash services, it hurts everyone. Even union members with strong 

healthcare benefits lose access to timely, critical care when the surrounding 

healthcare infrastructure collapses.        See ‘Big Ugly Bill’ on pg. 2 
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‘Big Ugly Bill’ from pg. 1 

“The IAM will work hard during the midterm elections to educate and engage in meaningful conversations to 

empower our communities. We will continue to fight on Capitol Hill to protect the foundations of America’s 

working communities and support legislation that prioritizes people, not profits.” 

Past Sacrifices, Future Victories: Searcy Missile Silo Fire 

In 1965 the United States was at the height of the Cold War. 

The arms race had begun some 18 years before and had con-

tinued into the 1990’s. However, in 1965 there was a tragedy 

at one missile site near Searcy Arkansas that took the lives of 

53 workers aging from 21 to 69. This month we are going to 

cover the Searcy Missile Silo fire.  

As the arms race raged on in 1965 work was being done to 

help shore up defense of missile sites across the country. At 

the Searcy site non military contractors were brought in to 

perform the work. On August 9th there was a fire. It was de-

termined to have happened when a welder was performing 

work in a dimly lit and poorly ventilated area. As the work 

was being done, a spark caught a hydraulic hose igniting the 

fluid and causing a fire.  

Many of the workers had just returned from lunch when the fire started. The silo was about 9 stories tall, un-

derground and evacuation routes were scarce. The fire had knocked out the electrical systems and the workers 

resorted to using ladders to try and escape. 2 workers managed to escape, with smoke inhalation and burn 

wounds. Luckily at the time of the fire the missile was disarmed from it’s nuclear war head but it was still 

fueled. 

Fire fighting efforts were made but were futile. The firefighters couldn’t reach down past level 2 of the site and 

there were still concerns about the missile exploding from the 

fuel. In all 53 workers died in the fire. Upon investigation the 

missile itself wasn’t damaged, was removed and put back in 

service until 1987. Coincidentally it was the same missile 

that exploded in 1980. The 2 survivors disputed the theory 

that the fire started because of welding operations and stated 

there was no welding work being performed that day,  

The Searcy Missile Silo fire was the greatest loss of life at a 

United States Nuclear facility. It is unclear during research if 

the military took extra steps to protect workers in these silos 

or not.  
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2025 Spirit of the Midwest ‘Ride for Guides’ Supporters 

Cruise Scenic Iowa for Guide Dogs of America | Tender Lov-

ing Canines 

from goiam.org 

IAM Midwest Territory members and motorcycle enthusiasts gathered at Eagle Point Park in Dubuque, Iowa, 

for the annual Spirit of the Midwest Ride for Guides. The ride featured a scenic route, camaraderie, and a 

shared mission: supporting Guide Dogs of America | Tender Loving Canines (GDA | TLC), the IAM’s favorite 

charity. 

The event kicked off after waiting out an early morning rainstorm. Participants assembled for a safety briefing 

before rolling out with IAM Midwest Territory International Representative Ronnie Gonzalez as “lead bike.” 

Riders cruised through scenic Iowa roads, interspersed with poker-run stops and rest breaks to recharge and 

reconnect. 

This year’s ride continued the Midwest Territory’s strong fundraising tradition. “Ride for Guides” is one of 

several “Spirit of the Midwest” annual events—alongside car shows, clay shoots, and golf tournaments— all 

aimed at broadening awareness and proving funding for GDA | TLC. 

The $7,826 raised from the ride and raffles will bolster GDA | TLC’s mission of providing free guide and ser-

vice dogs to those with visual impairments, veterans, children with autism, and others in need. 

IAM Midwest Territory International Representative Chris Tucker organized the event with Gonzalez’s help, 

and all available Midwest Territory staff assisted with set up, selling raffle tickets, and running the program.  

The day concluded at its starting point with food, refreshments, raffle drawings, awards, and heartfelt thanks to 

all participants.  

“These events are the IAM Mid-

west Territory’s pride and joy,” 

said IAM Midwest Territory’s 

General Vice President Sam Ci-

cinelli. “Members come together 

in the spirit of charity and gener-

osity. I want to thank the proud 

union members who continue to 

show up every year in support of 

these events and the hardwork-

ing Midwest Territory Staff who 

organized this ride to make it 

safe and enjoyable for every-

one.” 

IAM Union is the largest finan-

cial contributor to Guide Dogs 

of America | Tender Loving Ca-

nines. 
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Contributed by Brian Goode  /  Union Financial  /  1-262-835-9111  /  goode.brian@principal.com 
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 District 10 Business Meeting 

For August is  

 

CANCELLED 

Lodge 66 Business Meeting 

For July is 

 

CANCELLED 

Deadline to submit articles for 

the next  

Badger Lodge News is 

August 23rd 

Submit articles by email: 

 lodge66@gmail.com 

 

Upcoming Events and Important Dates: 

Milwaukee Area Labor 

Council Delegate Meeting 

Wednesday, August 6th           

at 6:30 PM 

Milwaukee Labor Temple 

633 S. Hawley Rd. 

Milwaukee, WI 

Seniors Corner: UnitedHealth under DOJ Investigation 

from nbcnews.con 

UnitedHealth Group revealed Thursday it is facing a Justice Department investigation over its Medicare billing 

practices. 

It comes after the Wall Street Journal reported in May that the Department of Justice is conducting a criminal 

investigation into the health-care giant over possible Medicare fraud. In response at the time, the company said 

it stands “by the integrity of our Medicare Advantage program.” 

In July, the Journal also reported that the DOJ interviewed several doctors about UnitedHealth’s practices and 

whether they felt pressured to submit claims for certain conditions that bolstered payments from the Medicare 

Advantage program to the company. 

That marked the second time this year that the insurer’s Medicare Advantage business has come under federal 

scrutiny. The Journal also reported in February that the DOJ is conducting a civil investigation into whether 

the company inflated diagnoses to trigger extra payments to its Medicare Advantage plans. 

But in March, UnitedHealth moved a step closer to ending a yearslong legal battle with the DOJ that began 

with a whistleblower who alleged the company illegally withheld at least $2 billion through the Medicare Ad-

vantage program. A special master assigned to the case by the judge issued a recommendation in favor of 

UnitedHealth, saying the DOJ lacked evidence. 

UnitedHealthcare’s Medicare and retirement segment, which includes the Medicare Advantage business, is 

UnitedHealth Group’s largest revenue driver, raking in $139 billion in sales last year. 

The update in the probe comes after a tumultuous last year for UnitedHealthcare, the nation’s largest and most 

powerful private health insurer. Shares of UnitedHealthcare’s parent company, UnitedHealth Group, are down 

more than 42% for the year after it suspended its 2025 forecast amid skyrocketing medical costs, announced 

the surprise exit of former CEO Andrew Witty and grappled with the reported probe into its Medicare Ad-

vantage business. 

The company’s 2024 wasn’t any easier, marked by a historic cyberattack and the torrent of public blowback 

after the murder of UnitedHealthcare’s CEO, Brian Thompson 
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Do you  have any concerns, complaints or congratulations you would like to 

bring up to those representing you in Government? Give them a call or send 

them a note and let your voice be heard 

The views and opinions expressed by 

the various writers in this publication 

are their own and not necessarily those 

of the editor, Lodge 66 Executive Board 

or the Membership of Lodge 66. The 

Editor reserves the right to publish, 

edit or exclude publication of any arti-

cle submitted to the Badger Lodge 

News. Any member may contribute 

articles for publication by sending them 

to United Lodge 66, 1650 S. 38th Street, 

Milwaukee, WI 53215 or via e-mail to 

lodge66@gmail.com. 

Visit us on the web:        

www.unitedlodge66.org 

www.YouTube.com/badgerlodge 

District 10 Office Directory: 

107 Warren St. Suite 2 Beaver Dam, 

WI 53916 

Call 920-219-4919 followed by the ex-

tension for you Business Rep 

Alex Hoekstra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1   

Nick Bednarek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Jeremy Terlisner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Todd Humleker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 

Joe Terlisner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Hunter Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Justin Bader . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9  

 

Officers of Local Lodge 66 

Machinists Union 

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Oettel 

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Stark 

Recording Secretary . .  Jon Zancanaro 

Secretary/Treasurer . . . Kenny Mullan 

Conductor/Sentinel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Adam Duedenhoefer 

Trustees: Don Aiello, Thomas Schaab 

and Liam Maltz 

Communicator . . . . . . . Jon Zancanaro 

Educator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mike Stark 

Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jon Zancanaro 

 

President Donald Trump (R) 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5323 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

Senator Ron Johnson (R) 

328 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5323 

https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/

public/index.cfm/email-the-senator 

State Rep. Bryan Steil (R) 

1st District of Wisconsin  

1526 Longworth HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-3031 

https://steil.house.gov/contact 

State Rep. Gwen Moore (D) 

Wisconsin State District 4 

2252 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-4572 

https://gwenmoore.house.gov/

contact/ 

State Rep. Glen Grothman (R) 

Wisconsin State District 6 

1211 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-2476 

 

Governor Tony Evers (D) 

115 East Capitol 

Madison, WI 53707 

608-266-1212 

Gov - Voice an Opinion: Wisconsin 

Public Forms  

Senator Tammy Baldwin (D) 

141 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5653 

https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/

feedback 

State Rep. Derrick Van Orden (R) 

Wisconsin State District 3 

1513 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-5506 

https://vanorden.house.gov/ 

State Rep. Scott Fitzgerald (R) 

Wisconsin State District 5 

2444 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-5101 

https://fitzgerald.house.gov/contact 

State Rep. Tom Tiffany (R) 

Wisconsin State District 7 

451 Cannon HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515  

202-225-3365 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-the-senator
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-the-senator
https://steil.house.gov/contact
https://gwenmoore.house.gov/contact/
https://gwenmoore.house.gov/contact/
https://wi.accessgov.com/public/Forms/Page/governor/voice-an-opinion/0
https://wi.accessgov.com/public/Forms/Page/governor/voice-an-opinion/0
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/feedback
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/feedback
https://vanorden.house.gov/
https://fitzgerald.house.gov/contact

