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Kenosha Laborfest 2025 

By Don Aiello 

After a few years of setbacks; 

2020 and 2021 were cancelled 

due to Covid and 2023 was can-

celled after the original festival 

grounds backed out, Kenosha 

LaborFest was successfully held 

for the 2nd year in a row at its 

new home - the Pennoyer Park 

Band shell on the Lakefront.  

This year Racine opted not to host a LaborFest of their own and joined forces 

with Kenosha.  Besty Ade & the Well-Know Strangers took to the stage once 

again, but for the last time; after more than a 10 year run the band decided to 

call it quits.   

You couldn’t ask for a more beautiful day to have a festival.  The kids were 

enjoying themselves in the bounce houses, having their faces painted by the 

Kenosha Education Association, building toolboxes with the Carpenters’ Un-

ion, playing games, listening to story time and there was a wide variety of 

candy, cookies and other 

sweets. 

The firefighters had their an-

nual chili cook-off; and once 

again I did not pick the win-

ner.  The Food Responders, 

Joppa Lodge and the Demo-

cratic Party also served up 

some good food - rib tips, seasoned chicken, brats, hotdogs and hamburgers.  

The beer tent was busy most of the day.   I think I may have worked harder 

serving beer, than I do at work… 

       See ‘Kenosha’ on pg. 3 
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Past Sacrifices, Future Victories: Phillips 66 Explosion of 1989 

On October 23rd, 1989 routine maintenance was being performed at 

the Phillips 66 facility in Pasadena, Texas. During this routine work 

a disaster happened that was avoidable and the serious delays in con-

taining the fire as a result of poor management at the site. In total 

there were 23 fatalities and 314 injured workers.  

Around 1pm on October 23rd, 1989 there was an explosion at the 

Pasadena facility. It resulted from a routine maintenance operation 

that went wrong due to valves having been installed backwards. 

Workers were required to close valves to conatin hazardous gases 

while maintaining the system. The valves they controlled were iden-

tical and had been installed backwards resulting in them opening 

when the control room was trying to close them. This led to an esti-

mated 85,000 lbs. of highly flammable gases being released immedi-

ately. 

It ignited and sent flames throughout the facility causing another 5 

explosions on the property. The explosions registered 3.5 on the 

Richter Scale, similar to a minor earthquake. The blasts rendered the 

onsite fire suppression system useless as it tore fire hydrants off at 

ground level leaving the system with hardly any water pressure. 

Regular pump driven suppression systems were inoperable as the 

wiring had been melted. # diesel powered back ups were available, 

one was out of service for maintenance and one ran out of fuel in an 

hour. Water was brought in by nearby ponds, plants and the Houston 

Ship Channel. The fire was contained in about 10 hours. 

OSHA issued 566 willful violations and 9 serious violations and proposed 

a fine to Phillips 66 of $5.6 million. And the company settled to pay 

roughly $4 million. Phillips 66 also implemented safety management pro-

grams to avoid future disasters. The plant is still operational today and has 

experience 2 more explosions, one in 1999 that killed 2 and injured 3 and 

one in 2000 that killed 1 and injured 71.  

Phillips 66 Pasadena, Texas Facility before the 

explosion 

Photo of the aftermath 

Memorial for the 23 workers that lost 

their lives 
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‘Kenosha’ from page 1 

We did have a few short breaks to sample the food, take a few pic-

tures and to honor this years’ labor person of the year - Rick Phillips.  

Many of the local area politicians and labor leaders each spoke a few 

words about labor and the importance of unions during the presenta-

tion.  It was a good reminder of many accomplishment unions and 

labor have achieved throughout the years, and that the fight continues 

on…  

Non-perishable food items were also collected and donated to the Shalom Center and hourly prizes were raf-

fled off.   It was a great day of festivities and I look forward to next years LaborFest… 
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Contributed by Brian Goode  /  Union Financial  /  1-262-835-9111  /  goode.brian@principal.com 
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 District 10 Business Meeting 

Monday, October 13th 

At 7 PM 

Satellite Meeting @ Lodge 66 

1650 S. 38th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 

Lodge 66 Business Meeting 

Tuesday, October 14th 

at 7 PM 

Local Lodge 66 

1650 S. 38th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 

Deadline to submit articles for 

the next  

Badger Lodge News is 

October 25th 

Submit articles by email: 

 lodge66@gmail.com 

 

Upcoming Events and Important Dates: 

Milwaukee Area Labor 

Council Delegate Meeting 

Wednesday, October 1st          

at 6:30 PM 

Milwaukee Labor Temple 

633 S. Hawley Rd. 

Milwaukee, WI 

Senior’s Corner: Bisignano Admits Trump Administration 

Backing Away From Promise Not to Cut Social Security 

from retiredamericans.org 

The following statement was issued by Richard Fiesta, Executive Director of the Alliance for Retired Amer-

icans, in response to SSA Commissioner Frank Bisignano’s September 18, 2025 interview on Fox Business:  

Yesterday, the Commissioner of the Social Security Administration confirmed what we have feared all along: 

the Trump Administration is preparing to break its promise not to cut Social Security. He admitted they are 

considering raising the retirement age beyond 67 to address the trust fund shortfall. 

“Let’s be clear: raising the retirement age is a cut in benefits, plain and simple. It forces Americans to work 

longer for less, and it robs the middle class retiree of thousands of dollars they have earned with a lifetime of 

hard work. 

“This Administration cannot be trusted with Americans’ hard-earned retirement security. Its policies have al-

ready drained at least a year of solvency from the trust fund, making the situation worse, not better. 

“The real solution is fair and straightfor-

ward: require the wealthiest Americans to 

pay their fair share into Social Security. 

That will strengthen the program for to-

day’s retirees and future generations with-

out cutting a single dollar of our earned 

benefits. 

“Our members will not sit quietly while 

politicians in Washington try to dismantle 

Social Security. We will keep organizing, 

speaking out, and holding every elected 

official accountable to protect the benefits 

we have earned for ourselves, our children, 

and our grandchildren.” 



9 

Do you  have any concerns, complaints or congratulations you would like to 

bring up to those representing you in Government? Give them a call or send 

them a note and let your voice be heard 

The views and opinions expressed by 

the various writers in this publication 

are their own and not necessarily those 

of the editor, Lodge 66 Executive Board 

or the Membership of Lodge 66. The 

Editor reserves the right to publish, 

edit or exclude publication of any arti-

cle submitted to the Badger Lodge 

News. Any member may contribute 

articles for publication by sending them 

to United Lodge 66, 1650 S. 38th Street, 

Milwaukee, WI 53215 or via e-mail to 

lodge66@gmail.com. 

Visit us on the web:        

www.unitedlodge66.org 

www.YouTube.com/badgerlodge 

District 10 Office Directory: 

107 Warren St. Suite 2 Beaver Dam, 

WI 53916 

Call 920-219-4919 followed by the ex-

tension for you Business Rep 

Alex Hoekstra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1   

Nick Bednarek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Jeremy Terlisner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Todd Humleker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 

Joe Terlisner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Hunter Scott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Justin Bader . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9  

 

Officers of Local Lodge 66 

Machinists Union 

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Oettel 

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Stark 

Recording Secretary . .  Jon Zancanaro 

Secretary/Treasurer . . . Kenny Mullan 

Conductor/Sentinel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Adam Duedenhoefer 

Trustees: Don Aiello, Thomas Schaab 

and Liam Maltz 

Communicator . . . . . . . Jon Zancanaro 

Educator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mike Stark 

Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jon Zancanaro 

 

President Donald Trump (R) 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5323 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/ 

Senator Ron Johnson (R) 

328 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5323 

https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/

public/index.cfm/email-the-senator 

State Rep. Bryan Steil (R) 

1st District of Wisconsin  

1526 Longworth HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-3031 

https://steil.house.gov/contact 

State Rep. Gwen Moore (D) 

Wisconsin State District 4 

2252 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-4572 

https://gwenmoore.house.gov/

contact/ 

State Rep. Glen Grothman (R) 

Wisconsin State District 6 

1211 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-2476 

 

Governor Tony Evers (D) 

115 East Capitol 

Madison, WI 53707 

608-266-1212 

Gov - Voice an Opinion: Wisconsin 

Public Forms  

Senator Tammy Baldwin (D) 

141 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

202-224-5653 

https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/

feedback 

State Rep. Derrick Van Orden (R) 

Wisconsin State District 3 

1513 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-5506 

https://vanorden.house.gov/ 

State Rep. Scott Fitzgerald (R) 

Wisconsin State District 5 

2444 Longworth H.O.B. 

Washington D.C. 20515 

202-225-5101 

https://fitzgerald.house.gov/contact 

State Rep. Tom Tiffany (R) 

Wisconsin State District 7 

451 Cannon HOB 

Washington D.C. 20515  

202-225-3365 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-the-senator
https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/email-the-senator
https://steil.house.gov/contact
https://gwenmoore.house.gov/contact/
https://gwenmoore.house.gov/contact/
https://wi.accessgov.com/public/Forms/Page/governor/voice-an-opinion/0
https://wi.accessgov.com/public/Forms/Page/governor/voice-an-opinion/0
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/feedback
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/feedback
https://vanorden.house.gov/
https://fitzgerald.house.gov/contact

